
Eskdaleside cum Ugglebarnby Parish Council. 
Powers, Duties and Limits of Governance. 
 
Our Parish Council represents the areas locally named Sleights, Briggswath, Iburndale, Ugglebarnby, 
Eskdaleside and Littlebeck 
 
 
The role of parish councils varies considerably, smaller parish councils such as ours, have very limited 
resources and generally play a minor role, while some larger parish councils have a more significant 
role. Larger Parish Councils have a role similar to like that of a small District or Borough Council. 
Indeed, as there is no longer a Scarborough Borough Council, we are even smaller in relation to the 
next tier of local governance, North Yorkshire Council, where the majority of decisions regarding the 
Parish and our Community are made. 
Nevertheless, we do have some limited powers and resources to provide and manage local services, 
such as community buildings, and open spaces and we are a statutory consultee on planning 
applications. We can raise money through Council Tax, but this is a very small proportion of the full 
Council Tax bill.  
We have powers to provide local amenities such as bus shelters, clocks, and playgrounds but these 
are funded through our very limited budget. One of our key roles is in representing our community 
and acting as a voice to higher levels of government. We also assist with local and historic 
knowledge. 
 
Eskdaleside-cum-Ugglebarnby Parish Council does not own any land or property other than the 
public conveniences on Eskdaleside. 
 
While we represent our community to the various statutory bodies, including North Yorkshire 
Council, Police, Highways and, when required, central government bodies. We are one of 
around 412 Parish/Town councils in North Yorkshire who are all seeking similar action and 
investment in their communities as we are in ours. 
 
To provide a bit more detail around two of the key issues where we are actively involved but have 
no direct authority: 
 
Planning. 
As stated above we are a statutory consultee in regard to planning applications made within or in 
some cases, adjacent to the Parish. This applies to both those that fall under North Yorkshire Council 
and those which fall under the North York Moors National Park Authority. What this means is that 
we are asked to comment on these planning applications. We can support or object to these in our 
response and we do so, but we have no powers to accept or reject the actual application. In fact, 
some applications on which we make negative comments are approved by the Planning Authority as 
they operate under guidelines from Central Government and within their own Local Plan priorities. 
 
Highways. 
The Parish is in Area 3 of North Yorkshire Highways.  
 
There has been a change of approach in recent years. North Yorkshire Council have created a wholly 
owned company to undertake all of their highway works and this operates in a tax efficient and non-
profit making way. They operate within central government and North Yorkshire Council parameters 



regarding road maintenance, signage, cleanliness, street lighting, road markings, verge cutting and 
maintenance as well as undertaking some new construction. 
 
As such, we have very limited authority in relation to these areas and rely on communication and 
notification to attempt to get work done promptly and properly within the Parish as it arises, either 
from our own observations or where this is brought to our attention.  We cannot demand or force 
any work to be carried out. 
 
Despite the limitations placed on us by the way in which Local Government is ordered and funded, 
we have, over time, managed some significant achievements within the Parish and on behalf of the 
community. 
 
 Below is a list of some of our successful achievements over the past few years:  



• Major improvements to street lighVng, nearly doubling the number of lights throughout the 
village, excluding Coach Road. 

• Enable the affordable housing on Eskdaleside. 
• Research the locaVon of Sleights Beacon and erect the Beacon as a Year 2000 project and the 

organisaVon of the lighVng of the Beacon for special occasions. 
• Establish community walking routes, specifically the Parish Walk. 
• Enabling the draining and resurfacing of Tom Bells Lane and Seggimire Lane and establishing 

the subsequent traffic order. 
• Development of a local Parish Plan.  
• Launch of a Parish newsle\er. 
• Provision of Parish Council noVce boards across the Parish. 
• InstallaVon of the Briggswath history plaque. 
• Replacing the old and dilapidated seats around the Parish with galvanised steel and recycled 

plasVc to reduce maintenance costs. 
• Taking over the toilets and fully refurbish. 
• CreaVng full asset register of those things directly owned by the Parish Council and so 

facilitaVng inspecVon and maintenance. 
• War memorial maintenance, replacing the railings. 
• Co-ordinaVng Skill4Work tasks – enabling us to get more work done within the Parish. 
• Over previous years we have arranged the lighVng of the Holly tree on the daffodil green at 

Christmas and have now provided an electricity supply for Christmas Lights provided by the 
Sleights Christmas Lights Fund. 

• Grass cu_ng 'C' roads. 
• Linden Close estate, influence the layout and changes in materials to make a more pleasing 

outlook. 
• Linden Close wildlife area, clean out ditch, renew footpaths with stone and installaVon of an 

informaVon board.  
• Beck Holme estate:  achieving a reducVon in the number of houses and ensuring the Beck 

banks are properly reinforced and the flood risk measures were properly installed. 
• Holding higher authoriVes to account. 
• RequesVng speed surveys. 
• Enable upgraded signage gateways at the start of the 30mph area at Blue Bank and the 

Daffodil Green, together with central reservaVons and speed measuring signs near the 
village hall and Eskdaleside juncVon. 

• Enabling the safety measures at Blue Bank following serious HGV crashes. 
• Provision of commemoraVve seats and trees. 
• Changes to the design and placement of the crash barriers on the A169 road bridge / B1410 

juncVon. 
• Enabling the car park in the centre of the village and requesVng parking restricVons for 

motor homes. 
• Maintaining and replacement of village name signs, including survey and the provision of 

Briggswath signs. 
• Provision of addiVonal li\er bins. 
• Establishment of the Parish Council web site and using this as a means of communicaVon. 
• Village pump refurbishment. 
• Working with Network Rail to improve the safety of the Sleights staVon crossing. 
• Provision of an informaVon board at Li\lebeck 
• Pressing for flood miVgaVon and enquiry into the flooding at Briggswath.  
• Laying a wreath on behalf of the Parish at the war memorial on Remembrance Day in tribute 

to those of the Parish lost in combat. 


